TRIMONT COUNCIL MINUTES

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a Regular meeting was duly held at the Trimont Community Building on the 21st day of December, 2015 at 5:30 o’clock P.M.

The following members were present:  Council Member Sterling Adamson, Council Member JoAnn Russenberger, Council Member Bruce Borntrager, and Council Member Thomas Hage.
 
The following members were absent:  Mayor Thomas Eckmann.


Mayor Pro-Tem Sterling Adamson presided over the meeting.

No comments were made during the community comment period.

Trimont Health Care Center Administrator Patrice Goette presented the department report and October financials.  She noted that financial reports may continue to be presented one month later due to the timing of the meeting and the lag time in getting information to the accountant.  The DON position is currently open, with interviews being conducted.  A temp is in place.  Motion made by Council Member Bruce Borntrager, seconded by Council Member JoAnn Russenberger and carried to accept the financial statements as presented.  

Police Chief Anthony Nelson presented the monthly department report.  Motion made by Council Member Thomas Hage, seconded by Council Member Bruce Borntrager and carried to adopt the following resolution

		Resolution 2015-31
Resolution approving State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreements on behalf of the city attorney and police department

Public Works Supervisor Michael Paulson presented the department report.  The application for a CERT grant has been approved.  It covers installation labor for a furnace and air conditioning unit for the community building and LED light fixtures on Main Street.  Trees that hang too low over city streets are getting trimmed.  Property owners with problem trees were notified of the issue and some were not trimmed.  Discussion held regarding billing those who took no action.  It was decided to bill those properties for the cost of labor and equipment based on the time it took to trim.  The school crosswalk signal timer isn’t working.  A new one is on order.  The line for power to the water tower can’t be trenched in until spring now so South Central will be asked to remove the meter until then to avoid paying that charge.  

The public hearing to review the 2016 budget and levy was called to order at 6:05 P.M.  Discussion included properties that need to be cleaned-up and how much to budget for that purpose to continue with that program.  Also considered was how to pay for the grant equipment discussed earlier.  Those in attendance were invited to comment on the proposed budget and levy.  No comments were made.  
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Motion made by Council Member Thomas Hage, seconded by Council Member JoAnn Russenberger and carried to approve a 3% wage increase as budgeted.  Motion made by Council Member JoAnn Russenberger, seconded by Council Member Thomas Hage and carried to adopt the 2016 levy of $286,755 as proposed.  The levy increase is 2.8% over 2015.  Motion made by Council Member Thomas Hage, seconded by Council Member Bruce Borntrager and carried to adopt the 2016 budget as proposed, with money from the Raw Water Fund to be used to pay for the CERT grant equipment, estimated at $6676.

Judd Schultz with Minnesota Valley Action Council was present to review the Small Cities Development Program Grant that is set to expire at the end of the year.  The program has many projects in process and the State agreed to extend the completion date to September 30, 2016.  It is expected that all grant proceeds will be used for both residential and commercial projects.  Any funds that are repaid over time come back to the City to build a fund for future projects.

Representatives from Mayo Health Systems were unable to be present, but did provide a letter detailing concerns and needs at the clinic building owned by the City.  They will be invited to the next meeting to discuss the matter.

Motion made by Council Member Bruce Borntrager, seconded by Council Member JoAnn Russenberger and carried to adopt the following resolution

		Resolution 2015-30
Resolution formally requesting that the Commissioner of Transportation complete a speed study on Minnesota State Highway 4 from Chestnut Street West to the southerly corporate limits of the City of Trimont

Lighting at the Town Center entrance is a concern and South Central Electric will be contacted to attend the January council meeting to discuss options for the business.  Council was advised there is a bond fund balance of $39,543, which must be used for the project or for debt service.  The trail to the store that was previously approved will be completed when weather permits.  

Ambulance Director Ron Shade was present to request permission for some members to attend pediatric training at the cost of $40.  Approval was given to do so.  Motion made by Council Member Bruce Borntrager, seconded by Council Member JoAnn Russenberger and carried to remove the ambulance director position from the fire department by-laws now that the ambulance department has their own rules and regulations.  

Ron Reicherts was present on behalf of the Area Veterans Tribute committee to review their plans and ideas.
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Granite slabs with bronze plates will be used instead of pavers, $200 has been donated as a prize for the design selection, and they are proposing an area of Memorial Park across from the funeral home as the location for the tribute.  The approximate area needed is 40’ x 60’.  
Council was open to the possibility but requested to see the final design before making a decision.  

Motion made by Council Member Bruce Borntrager, seconded by Council Member Thomas Hage and carried to adopt the following resolutions

		Resolution 2015-285 and 2015-29
	Resolutions approving contributions

A zoning permit application from Mike Gonzalez was reviewed.  Council Member Borntrager spoke to Gonzalez and reviewed his plans with the council.  Motion made by Council Member Bruce Borntrager, seconded by Council Member JoAnn Russenberger and carried to approve the permit.  Voting no was Council Member Adamson.  Gonzalez will be advised that all construction must comply with State Building Codes.  There is a shed in the alley behind the property and the adjacent property owner will be contacted to remove it.

Motion made by Council Member Thomas Hage, seconded by Council Member Bruce Borntrager and carried to approve a sign permit for Lawrence Sign on behalf of Ace Hardware.  

Motion made by Council Member Bruce Borntrager, seconded by Council Member JoAnn Russenberger and carried to adopt the consent agenda as follows:

Approval of minutes from the November 16, 2015 meeting as presented.
Approval of Ciy’s November, 2015 financial statements as presented.
Approval of zoning permit applications from:  Michael Brenneman.
Approval to pay the following bills: 

		Alcopro					$     568.00
Ameripride Linen Service    			$     367.76
		Anthony Nelson				$     733.15
		B & D Repair					$     226.95
		Beemer Companies				$12,105.26
		Borntrager Auto Body				$     643.72
		Business Forms & Accounting		$     125.00
		Carquest Auto					$       91.95
		Casey’s					$     349.15
		City of Trimont				$   2650.00
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		Custom Computers				$     850.61
		Doug Fuller Construction			$     780.00
		Electric Pump					$     704.60
		Expert T Billing				$     344.50
		Farmers State Bank				$     513.70
		Frontier Communications			$     696.85
		Gold Cross Ambulance			$     375.63
		Gopher State One Call			$       30.75
		Hawkins Inc.					$   1343.94
		Hometown Sanitation				$   9019.28
		Indoff Inc.					$       64.06
		Kevin’s Repair				$       13.85
		Kuehl’s Electric				$     186.11
		Lud-Key					$       40.00
		MacQueen Equipment			$   1119.90
		Melissa Flohrs					$       72.16
		Michael Bettin Trucking			$   1405.66
		Minnesota Energy				$   1704.59
		MN Ambulance Association			$     175.00
		MN Child Support				$       68.78
		MN Dept. of Health				$     534.00
		MN Valley Testing Labs			$   1135.00
		MN Wastewater Operators Assn.		$       25.00
		Postmaster					$     118.65
		Quill						$     150.32
		Richard Eckmann				$       80.00
		Ritter Ag					$     112.36
		South Central Electric				$   6695.77
		Steven Carson					$     550.00
		Thomas Hage					$       56.35
		Trimont Health Care Center			$   3230.66
		Triumph State Bank				$     525.70
		US Postal Service				$     793.75
		USA Bluebook				$     137.45
		Verizon					$     304.58
		West Bend Mutual				$     100.00
		Ziegler Inc.					$     116.75

The Brenneman fence permit was approved conditionally as long as it does not interfere with access to the water valve or with snow removal.  Public works will consult with Brenneman on the location.
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Motion made by Council Member Bruce Borntrager, seconded by Council Member Thomas Hage and carried to adjourn.

 Signed, Sterling Adamson, Mayor Pro-Tem   



Attest:  Melissa Flohrs, City Clerk  



  
