TRIMONT COUNCIL MINUTES

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a Regular meeting was duly held at the Trimont Community Building on the 25th day of January, 2016 at 5:30 o’clock P.M.

The following members were present:  Mayor Thomas Eckmann, Council Member Sterling Adamson, Council Member JoAnn Russenberger, Council Member Bruce Borntrager, and Council Member Thomas Hage.
 

Mayor Thomas Eckmann presided over the meeting.

No comments were made during the community comment period.

2016 Committee appointments were announced.  Mayor Pro-Tem will be JoAnn Russenberger.  

Trimont Health Care Center Administrator Patrice Goette presented the department report and November financials.  Also present was Paula Rocheleau with PSLO.  Council was advised that a new DON has been hired, on site physical therapy will begin soon and will include outpatient treatment, and the year-end audit will be ready for review in February.  Motion made by Council Member Bruce Borntrager, seconded by Council Member Sterling Adamson and carried to accept the November financials as presented.  It was decided the February 22nd Council Meeting will be held at the Trimont Health Care Center.

Police Chief Anthony Nelson presented the monthly report.  A signed complaint received by the department in early January was reviewed by the Council.  Chief Nelson will investigate and issue a citation if warranted.  Discussion took place regarding obtaining Conoco gas cards for use at the Town Center.  There is a cost to set up the account and a monthly fee per card.  Motion made by Council Member Sterling Adamson, seconded by Council Member Thomas Hage and carried to obtain one for the police department and one for the street department.

Ambulance Director Ron Shade presented the department report.  Motion made by Council Member JoAnn Russenberger, seconded by Council Member Bruce Borntrager and carried to approve officer selections:  Brad Flohrs, Assistant Chief/President and Tyler Sinn, Secretary.  Motion made by Council Member Thomas Hage, seconded by Council Member Bruce Borntrager and carried to pay officers the rate paid to fire department, $150 for assistant chief and $200 for secretary.  It was announced that all departments are receiving a CPR machine and members will be receiving training to operate the unit.

Assistant Fire Chief Mike Paulson announced 2016 officers:  Fire Chief Scott Borntrager, Assistant Chief(s) Mike Paulson and Troy Schmidtke, Secretary Nick Swanson, President Kevin Hilgendorf.  Motion made by Council Member Thomas Hage, seconded by Council Member JoAnn Russenberger and carried to approve the 2016 department officers.  
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Rick Westmark and Travis Jordan with Mayo Health addressed the council regarding updates requested at the Trimont clinic building.   Council asked if the lease agreement could be extended for 5 years in exchange for the updates and if the changes might allow for additional hours of use and for a physician to be on site for services.   Other options included the possibility of sharing the cost of the updates or increasing the rental charge. They will take details of the discussion back to Mayo and hope to have a decision in February.

Motion made by Council Member Bruce Borntrager, seconded by Council Sterling Adamson and carried to adopt the following Ordinance

		Ordinance 2016-01
An Ordinance amending Section 8.02 Natural Gas Ordinance by extending its term in reference to Minnesota Energy Resource

Discussion took place regarding obtaining a postal bulk rate permit that could also be used by community groups and businesses.  It was decided it wouldn’t be used by the City to make it worth the cost.

Motion made by Council Member Thomas Hage, seconded by Council Member JoAnn Russenberger and carried to approve the consent agenda as follows:

Approval of minutes from the December 21, 2015 meeting as presented.
Approval of City’s December, 2015 financial statements as presented.
Approval to pay the following bills: 

		Ameripride Linen Service		$     227.09
		B & D Repair				$       11.05
		Banyon Data				$     195.00
		Beemer Companies			$   1985.00
		Borntrager Auto Body			$     334.00
		Brad Flohrs				$       85.86
		Carquest Auto Body			$         7.10
		Casey’s				$     425.10
		Display Sales				$     155.50
		DVS Renewal				$       64.00
		Electric Pump				$   2857.93
		Expert T Billing			$     132.50
		Fairmont Ford				$     105.04
		Farmers State Bank			$     513.70
		Feder Mechanical			$     312.28
		Fleet & Farm Supply			$       36.97
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		Frontier Communications		$     639.76
		Gopher State One Call		$       26.40
		Grant Carlson				$     157.09
		Hach Inc.				$     132.79
		Hawkins Inc.				$         5.00
		Hometown Sanitation			$   4639.99
		Indoff Inc.				$     556.88
		Janitor’s Closet			$       75.90
		Johnson, Berens & Wilson		$   2425.00
		Kuehl’s Electric			$     610.91
		League of MN Cities			$     900.00
		League of MN Cities Insurance	$   1000.00
		Martin County Star			$       60.00
		Mike Paulson				$       26.43
		Minnesota Energy			$   1498.51
		Minnesota Pipe			$   1692.76
		Minnesota Child Support Ctr.		$     152.28
		MN Pollution Control			$     355.00
		Minnesota Valley Action Council	$75,204.42
		Minnesota Valley Testing Labs	$     996.50
		Northern Safety Technology		$     123.97
		Northview Bank			$   7918.00
		Nuway Coop				$     926.55
		Postmaster				$     117.60
		Richard Eckmann			$       80.00
		Ritter Ag				$       54.62
		River Bend Business			$     440.00
		Rosburg Construction			$   1562.50
		Ryan Kuehl				$       63.16
		SC Minnesota EMS			$     360.00
		South Central Electric			$   3903.05
		Steven J Carson			$     550.00
		Streicher’s				$   3336.82
		Trimont Health Care Center		$   5843.66
		Triumph State Bank			$     513.70
		USA Bluebook			$      261.13
		Verizon Wireless			$     615.57
		Worry Free Computers		$       79.90
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In other business, council was notified of the new mileage rate for 2016 of .54 per mile, information was provided about online Board of Appeal training for council members, Mayor Eckmann advised of a meeting scheduled later in the week with Andy Kehren to review plans for a walkway to the Town Center and another meeting next week with Representative Gunther to discuss housing development ideas and funding.  Information from the meetings will be shared with the council in February.

Jim Haler with South Central Electric was present to discuss street lighting.  The city owned lights on Main Street need to be maintained and the city doesn’t have the equipment to do so.  A written agreement is needed to define roles for this issue.  Haler will check to see what services they can provide.  A meeting took place earlier to review lighting needs near the Town Center.  South Central plans to add a wood pole and lights at each entrance when weather permits.  The cost of electricity will be added to the city street light bill.  Permission must be obtained from the Town Center to allow installation on their property to stay out of the right-of-way.  Additional lighting may be needed on the walking path and that will be discussed with the city engineer.  Council Member Adamson believes there is a need for more lighting on some streets, and at the water and wastewater plants.  It was decided to perform an assessment to determine needs that can be shared with South Central for further discussion.  Haler noted that South Central now has systems in place to help minimize outages and that tree trimming around lines will take place soon in Trimont.

Marianne Holtz addressed the Council regarding the Area Veterans Tribute.  The space needed is approximately 40’ x 60’ and they prefer the southwest corner of Triumph Memorial Park.  Pictures of design ideas were shared.  Items discussed included lighting needed for flags, trees that are in the area, the need to stay clear of the snowmobile route and the playground area, who will maintain the area with cleaning and snow removal, and how to provide for parking and access when snow is piled along the street.  Other locations suggested by the council included the northwest corner of the park or in the parks on the highway.  It was decided to hold a meeting at Triumph Park in the spring to map out an area before making a decision.  Motion made by Council Member Thomas Hage, seconded by Council Member Bruce Borntrager and carried to approve a 40’ x 60’ area in Triumph Memorial Park to allow the group to move forward with design plans, with the exact area to be determined later.  Voting against the Motion was Council Member JoAnn Russenberger.  

Discussion took place regarding the upcoming all-school reunion in August and various maintenance items to consider doing prior to that event, which may include painting street light poles, fire hydrants, and curbs and parking lines.  Additional help might be needed for some of the work. Also discussed was what to do with a damaged safe in the city shop.  It was decided to dispose of it by giving it to an interested party.


Trimont Council Minutes
January 25, 2015
Page 5


Motion made by Council Member Bruce Borntrager, seconded by Council Member Sterling Adamson and carried to adjourn.

Signed, Thomas Eckmann, Mayor   	



Attest:  Melissa Flohrs, City Clerk  



