TRIMONT COUNCIL MINUTES

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a Regular meeting was duly held at the Trimont Community Building on the 18th day of April, 2016 at 5:30 o’clock P.M.

The following members were present:  Mayor Thomas Eckmann, Council Member Sterling Adamson, Council Member Bruce Borntrager, Council Member JoAnn Russenberger, and Council Member Thomas Hage.
 

Mayor Thomas Eckmann presided over the meeting.

No comments were made during the community comment period.  

Trimont Health Care Center Administrator Patrice Goette and Paula Rocheleau with PSLO presented the department report, annual budget, and February financials.  Discussion took place regarding the timeliness of monthly financial reports.  Paula will see what can be done.  Motion made by Council Member Thomas Hage, seconded by Council Member Sterling Adamson and carried to accept the financials as presented.  

Police Chief Anthony Nelson presented the department report.  Letters for nuisance properties will be sent and following discussion it was decided to give owners 21 days to clean up those properties before a citation is issued.

Jeff McCabe with Frontier Communications was present to talk about services they provide and to address ongoing problems with Internet services.  He advised of service improvements that are taking place and also shared information about a grant Martin County received to plan for county wide Broadband improvements.  He will look into the service problems that were brought to his attention.

Jim Haler with South Central Electric presented information about the new LED lighting that will be installed on Main Street.  He brought along a light fixture to explain how it works and why it is better than older technology.  Informational handouts were provided to illustrate how the technology could be used in homes and businesses.  Mike Paulson reviewed the energy saving heating and cooling equipment that has been installed in the Community Building.  All of the upgrades are part of a SW CERT Grant that was awarded to the City.  Also discussed was the lighting that will be installed soon along the highway near the Town Center.

Council Member Adamson provided cost estimates for improvements needed at the Trimont Clinic.  Motion made by Council Member Thomas Hage, seconded by Council Member JoAnn Russenberger and carried to approve up to $3000 from the EDA fund for the project.  

Public Works Supervisor Michael Paulson presented the department report.  Bids for the shelter roof included John Forstrom at $5278 for shingles and $6037 for steel, and Scott Kuehl at $5775 for shingles and $7700 for steel.  
Trimont Council Minutes
April 18, 2016
Page 2


Motion made by Council Member Bruce Borntrager, seconded by Council Member Thomas Hage and carried to accept the Forstrom bid for steel roofing.  Drainage issues at the park were discussed and the estimated cost to install tile is $2451.  Further discussion will take place at the May meeting.  The cost to paint street light poles on Main Street is an estimated $2000.  Council Member Borntrager suggested doing so using the money budgeted to paint curbs and waiting until next year to do that project.  Motion made by Council Member Thomas Hage, seconded by Council Member Bruce Borntrager and carried to paint the poles this year using the money budgeted to paint curbs, with Council Member Sterling Adamson voting no.  MnDOT is expected to complete the speed study and reconveyance of a portion of the right of way by late summer.  The walkway to the Town Center was discussed.  Bids will be obtained to add gravel to the trail from Ritter’s to the store, at either 6 or 8 feet wide.  Approval was given to get a second Conoco fuel card for the street department.  Mike advised that he passed the Class B wastewater exam.  Motion made by Council Member Bruce Borntrager, seconded by Council Member JoAnn Russenberger and carried to approve a .50/hr. wage increase beginning with the next pay cycle.  The city will no longer need the services of Steve Carson once he is certified.  

Cara Sinn presented information on the upcoming Fun Fest.  Motion made by Council Member Thomas Hage, seconded by Council Member Sterling Adamson to approve up to $1000 for portable restrooms and a hand washing station for the event.  It was noted that Fun Fest volunteers will help with paint the shelter house.  The water heater at the shelter house isn’t working property and is too small for use during the festival.  Fun Fest agreed to pay for a replacement unit that will be installed in the men’s room and piped through to the kitchen.  Motion made by Council Member Bruce Borntrager, seconded by Council Member Thomas Hage and carried to approve a liquor license for Uptown Saloon at Anderson Park for Friday and Saturday during Fun Fest 2016.  Insurance certificates for the event will be provided.

Fire Chief Scott Borntrager was present to review outstanding invoices for fire calls.  It was decided to send both Excel Energy invoices to the land owners to submit to their insurance.  The Pavich invoice will be sent to collections.  Motion made by Council Member Thomas Hage, seconded by Council Member Bruce Borntrager and carried to approve writing off the four remaining invoices, per the list attached.  Two of the listed invoices are in for collections and those efforts will continue.

Dick Pope was present to review plans for the Area Veterans Tribute.  An area of Triumph Memorial Park has been marked out for the project and a drawing of the basic design was provided.  There are no trees in that area but one memorial stone will need to be moved.  Motion made by Council Member Thomas Hage, seconded by Council Member Sterling Adamson and carried to approve the location requested for their project.
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Ambulance Director Ronald Shade and Brad Flohrs demonstrated the Lucas machine that has been donated to the department.  Council was advised that EMTs Kevin Kuehl and Mike Mulder have announced their retirement and Remington Kuehl will join the department as a Jr. EMT.

No one was present to request a liquor license for the all-school reunion in August so no action was taken on that agenda item.  

Discussion took place regarding potential demolition and cleanup projects for the year.  It was decided to use the $18,000 in the budget to acquire property in need of cleanup as it becomes available this year. 

Motion made by Council Member Sterling Adamson, seconded by Council Member Bruce Borntrager and carried to adopt the following Resolutions

		Resolutions 2016-02 and 2016-03
	Resolution approving contributions

Discussion took place regarding outstanding legal fees for work performed by James Wilson on behalf of Town Center project.  According to the development agreement signed by the Town Center Board, they are responsible for this expense.  It was decided to have the city attorney send a final demand letter and to proceed with collection as necessary.  The remaining city portion of the quarterly invoice from Johnson, Berens and Wilson was approved to be paid at this time.

Motion made by Council Member Thomas Hage, seconded by Council Member JoAnn Russenberger and carried to approve the consent agenda as follows:

Approval of minutes from the March 21, 2016 meeting as presented.
Approval of City’s March, 2016 financial statements as presented.
Approval of zoning permit applications from:  Karen Koeder, Sterling Adamson, and Keya Ricard.
Approval to pay the following bills: 

		American Legion Emblem Sales			$     205.45
		American Linen Services				$     228.97
		Avenet LLC						$     375.00
		Borntrager Auto Body					$     170.25
		Bound Tree Medical					$     446.12
		Carquest						$       45.74
		Casey’s General Store					$       74.01
		Doug Fuller Construction				$     227.50
Expert T Billing					$       28.50
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		Farmers State Bank					$     513.70
		Fleet & Farm Supply					$         2.00
		Frontier Communications				$     649.75
		Gold Cross Ambulance				$     223.90
		Gopher State One Call				$         2.90
		Grant Carlson						$       40.00
		Hawkins Inc.						$     182.39
		Hometown Sanitation					$   4642.12
		Indoff Inc.						$     102.27
		MacQueen Equipment				$   2729.26
		Martin County Auditor				$   1084.50
		Midwest Fire						$     722.58
		Mike Paulson						$     542.33
		Minnesota Energy					$     907.24
		Minnesota West					$     378.44
		MN Child Support Center				$     101.52
		MN Valley Testing Labs				$     832.00
		Moore & Ace Inc.					$     318.31
		MPCA							$       45.00
		PC Janitorial Supply					$       73.77
		Pest Pro						$     192.87
		Postmaster						$     182.24
		Praxair							$     125.15
Quill							$       54.96
		Richard Eckmann					$       80.00
		Ritter Ag Inc.						$       45.35
South Central Electric					$   3564.77
		Steven Carson						$     550.00
		Tactical Solutions					$       31.00
		Thomas Hage						$       50.00
		Town Center Super Valu				$       22.50
		Triumph State Bank					$     513.70
		Wex Bank						$     181.60

Council Member Hage shared information gathered from area cities related to sidewalk maintenance and improvement policies that might be adopted to improve sidewalks here.  The information will be discussed further at an upcoming meeting of the Active Living committee on May 4th as part of the SHIP Grant the City received.
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The garden club advised the City they need volunteers to help with the flowers around the gazebo this year and without help the planting won’t be done this year.  Council Member Borntrager will see if 4H could assist.  Motion made by Council Member Bruce Borntrager, seconded by Council Member JoAnn Russenberger and carried to approve $350 toward the purchase of flowers if the planting is done.

Council Member Russenberger is interested in exploring wages and the increase given when public works employees obtain a new license to see if the added wage for licensure might be broken out from regular wages as an incentive.  Information gathered will be brought back to the council.

Motion made by Council Member Thomas Hage, seconded by Council Member JoAnn Russenberger and carried to adjourn.

  Signed, Thomas Eckmann, Mayor   	



Attest:  Melissa Flohrs, City Clerk  


