TRIMONT COUNCIL MINUTES

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a Regular meeting was duly held at the Trimont Community Building on the 16th day of May, 2016 at 5:30 o’clock P.M.

The following members were present:  Mayor Thomas Eckmann, Council Member Sterling Adamson, Council Member Bruce Borntrager, Council Member JoAnn Russenberger, and Council Member Thomas Hage.
  

Mayor Thomas Eckmann presided over the meeting.

During the community comment period, Joan Grue asked about limiting speeds on residential streets and if the city could deal with loud vehicles.

Trimont Health Care Center Administrator Patrice Goette presented the department report and March financials.  Staffing issues were discussed.  Wage adjustments may be needed to attract applicants.  The increased cost could be partially offset with reduced pool staffing and overtime.  A proposal will be provided and a special meeting called.  

Bruce Hanson, Hanson Communications, was present to review renewal of the expired cable franchise.  There are 96 subscribers now.  Council asked about adding channels and cable Internet.  Channel capacity may need to be reduced to make room for data.  If a new system has to be installed, outside funding would likely be needed.  Hanson will check into some options.  The renewal requested is to 2030.  Due to constant changes in technology, a shorter term was preferred.  Motion made by Council Member Thomas Hage, seconded by Council Member Bruce Borntrager and carried to adopt the following Ordinance

		Ordinance 2016-02
An ordinance extending the term of the franchise currently held by Fort Randall Cable Systems Inc. to a 5-year term, retroactive to May 15, 2015.

The Trimont Legion advised of electrical upgrades needed in the storage room at the Triumph Hall, to include six lights with a light switch and electrical outlets.  Mike will check into the cost for consideration.

Motion made by Council Member Sterling Adamson, seconded by Council Member JoAnn Russenberger and carried to approve the Health Care Center March financials.

Police Chief Anthony Nelson presented the department report.  Nuisance properties were discussed.  The city attorney will be consulted regarding an ordinance to deal with unsafe property.  Noise complaints were received during a recent event at Monterey Hall.  The property owner will be advised of the problem.  A fence was put up without a permit on Apple West and the owner will be advised of the violation.  Also, a letter will be sent to the owner of a camper parked on Apple Street East, on a lot without a house, in violation of city ordinance.

Jeremy Monahan with Prairie Lakes Transit provided information about the Martin and Faribault County transit system.
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Public Works Supervisor Mike Paulson presented the department report.  Street repair bids were reviewed.  Seal Coat bids; M.R. Paving $33,200 and Pearson Bros. $37,014.05.  Overlay and patching bids; SMC $98,016.50 and $24,147.20, M.R. Paving $67,932 and $19,772.  Crack filling bids; Bargen $2.00 lb. and Midwest Asphalt $1.95 lb.  Motion made by Council Member Bruce Borntrager, seconded by Council Member JoAnn Russenberger and carried to accept the low bids from Midwest Asphalt for crack filling and M.R. Paving for seal coat, overlay and patching.  If state aid comes this year, an additional block could be added to overlay.  Ag lime is needed at the softball field, with an estimated cost of $2100 plus $500 to spread.  Motion made by Council Member Thomas Hage, seconded by Council Member Sterling Adamson and carried to approve up to $2500 for the work.  Jon Holtz offered to provide his services at cost.  Details were provided for an OSHA grant application for safety equipment.  The grant requires a 50/50 cost share and the total is $5060.   Motion made by Council Member Bruce Borntrager, seconded by Council Member Thomas Hage and carried to proceed with the application.  Mike advised that a new tester will be ordered for the water/wastewater department costing approximately $1300 and that televising of wastewater lines will take place as time allows.

Triumph Hall rental policies were discussed.  Having keys returned promptly is sometimes a problem so it was decided to set a new policy.  Keys may be picked up beginning at noon on the business day preceding the event and they must be returned by noon on the first business day following the date of the event.  If either day is a holiday, the day prior to and the day after the holiday will be used instead.  If keys are not returned by that time, a $50 per day charge will be deducted from the deposit, beginning on that day.  This policy will take effect immediately.

No one was present to discuss the agenda item to approve a liquor license for the all-school reunion.

Motion made by Council Member Thomas Hage, seconded by Council Member Bruce Borntrager and carried to approve up to $300 to spray for mosquitoes for Sundae’s in the Park.

Motion made by Council Member Sterling Adamson, seconded by Council Member JoAnn Russenberger and carried to adopt the following resolution

		Resolution 2016-04
	Motion approving contribution

Discussion took place regarding outstanding legal fees due from the Town Center project.  The board is aware of the debt but is unable to pay at this time.  A sales tax refund is pending and if received would cover the full amount due.  The city attorney will be contacted to draft an agreement for the board to sign to repay the city when the refund is received, or if it doesn’t come through, then in monthly payments of an amount sufficient to pay the full amount by the end of 2017.  
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Motion made by Council Member Thomas Hage, seconded by Council Member Sterling Adamson and carried to approve the consent agenda as follows:

Approval of minutes from the April 18 and April 21, 2016 meetings as presented.
Approval of City’s April, 2016 financial statements as presented.
Approval of zoning permit applications from:  Tom Pygman, Thomas Hage, Todd Wade.
Approval to pay the following bills: 

		Aerzen USA				$     267.42
		Ameripride Linen Service		$     203.08
		Anthony Nelson			$       20.00
		Banyon Data				$     795.00
		Borntrager Auto Body			$         5.00
		Casey’s General Store			$       85.95
		Cory Olson				$     376.92
		Dan’s Appliance			$     529.99
		Day Plumbing				$     340.00
		Farmers State Bank			$     513.70
		Feder Mechanical			$     461.39
		Frontier Communications		$     647.37
		Gopher State One Call		$     121.75
		H & L Mesabi				$   3552.46
		Hawkins Inc.				$       91.83
		Hometown Sanitation			$   4675.07
		Kuehl’s Electric			$   1692.79
		Mankato Fairmont Fire Safety	$     516.00
		Martin County Sheriff			$       90.00
		Martin County Star			$     242.40
		Mike Paulson				$       10.56
		Minnesota Energy			$     689.97
		Minn. Assn. of Small Cities		$     456.15
		Minn. Child Support			$     101.52
		Minn. Valley Testing Labs		$     925.00
		Moore & Ace Inc.			$     394.25
		MTI Distributing			$       61.68
		Postmaster				$     115.26
Resco					$   4692.00
Richard Eckmann			$     100.00
River Bend Business			$     455.98
Tom Hage				$       50.00
Triumph State Bank			$     513.70
USA Bluebook			$       96.37
Verizon Wireless			$     302.06
Wex Bank				$     174.80
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		WW Goetsch				$     760.00


Council Member Adamson asked about tiling for drainage at Anderson Park.  Concerns include that it would drain water from only a portion of the park and the line would be shallow so grass wouldn’t grow over it.  Mike was asked to discuss the project with Everett Garlisch to get his opinion.  It was noted that pea rock is also needed under the playground equipment.  
	
Maps and information from the recent Active Living Committee meeting were provided to the council.  Included was mapping of the current sidewalk system and a proposed walkway to the Town Center, along with proposed trails to Cedar Hanson Park and to Ormsby to connect to the Watonwan County trail that is planned.  County Commissioner Steve Flohrs attended and took the information back to the Martin County Board.  

Motion made by Council Member Thomas Hage, seconded by Council Member Bruce Borntrager and carried to adjourn.

Signed, Thomas Eckmann, Mayor   	



Attest:  Melissa Flohrs, City Clerk  

	

   





   
  

