Trimont Chamber of Commerce
Monthly Meeting Minutes
May 9, 2016
Ole’s Gathering Place

THANK YOU Cory & Larry for hosting/serving a wonderful Chicken dinner!

Members in Attendance:  Dennis Hoppe, Nicole Krumwiede, Erika Ask, Jerry McGee, Butch & Marilyn Pierson, Mary Ebeling

Dennis called the meeting to order at 5:34 p.m.

Erika made the motion to approve the April 4, 2016 Monthly Meeting Minutes.  Nicole seconded.

Jerry gave the Treasurer’s Report.  Marilyn made the motion to accept the report, with Erika seconding.

OLD BUSINESS

2016 Membership Dues:  Two remain outstanding.  Requests will continue to be sent.

Pancake Feed Fundraiser Review:   The crowd was less this year, but the donations were nearly what we received last year.  Our community is so supportive – and we THANK each and every one of you!  The fundraiser seems to do better when scheduled on Palm Sunday, because the headcount is increased.  We totally appreciate the Sherburn Lions members for their efforts!

Used Book Sale Fundraiser:  Major thanks to all who donated items, who helped haul the twelve vehicle loads to the Triumph Hall, who helped set-up and organize everything that was donated, who worked the sale, to everyone that attended and supported the sale, and to those that hauled the remaining items to the Salvation Army Thrift Store and to Twelve Baskets.  It was an amazingly FUN sale!  

Town Center Update:  A majority of the grass has been seeded.  South Central Electric will be placing lights at both driveways.  The Ace Hardware Store will be having their open house this Thursday, Friday & Saturday (May 12, 13 & 14), with the Town Center’s Open House coming in June.

OTHER OLD BUSINESS

Farmer’s Market:  Karin Carlson has been wonderful with hosting this event.  She will be offering TWO markets each week (weather permitting).  Tuesdays from 8-10 a.m. on Main Street/Hwy. 4 – offering coffee/rolls (free will donations going to a local community charity), and on Fridays 3–6 p.m. at the Trimont Town Center (coffee and rolls will not be offered on Fridays).  Anyone wishing to set-up and sell their “goods”, please contact Karin at 639-5761 with questions.  More vendors are welcome!  

FunFest Update:  The FunFest Committee has begun to eliminate some of the activities because of no one to head them up.  So PLEASE offer if you are interested and/or wish to keep some of the fun activities at the FunFest!!!  There will be entertainment on stage after the parade, including a hypnotist!  Wendi White has agreed to assist Nicole with the Fun Run this year.  They are looking at purchasing a clock for the run.   The cement blocks for the BINGO stand seats are stored above the offices at Moore Automation.  Funny how none of us remembered Kevin Moore putting them up there!   Also, if you are registering for the Bean Bag Tournament and the Fun Run prior to FunFest, Kristie Swenson is working on setting up an account to pay/pre-register ONLINE.  In order to set this account up, she asked to use the Chamber Tax ID number.  We found out that there are TWO TIN’s for the chamber.  Which brings us to the next item on the agenda …

NEW BUSINESS

Chamber Checking Account:  The Chamber’s checking account is held at the Farmer’s State Bank, with Jerry McGee of Triumph State Bank as the signee/Chamber Treasurer.  The tax ID number for that account differs from the once Jerry uses for payroll and sales tax payments.  Therefore, a new signature card for the Chamber’s checking account needed to be signed, using the tax ID # used most often.  It was recommended that TWO people be on that signature card.  Since Erika lives and works in town most days, she was asked to sign with Jerry.  She agreed.  Mary will get those signature cards back to FSB.  No one knows why the Chamber had a 41- AND a 31- tax ID number.

Chamber’s Laptop:  The Chamber’s laptop that has the Daktronic’s program for the digital sign at Anderson Park, has Windows 8 on it.  For security purposes, it needs to be upgraded to Windows 10.  Unfortunately, Daktronic’s cannot assure us that it will be able to communicate with the digital sign once it has installed Windows 10.  They THINK it will work, but there are no promises.  This laptop is quite out-dated, and according to Tom Hage -hardly worth anything.  After some discussion, with some of the fundraiser money, the Chamber can afford to purchase a new laptop for Nicole – that has Windows 10 on it.  Tom will then get the Digital Sign program on the new laptop and verify that it will work.  In the mean-time, the older Window 8 laptop will still be able to communicate with the digital sign – so we are assured to be able to make any changes to the sign in the mean-time.   Erika made the motion to purchase a new laptop computer (with Windows 10) and to also put Microsoft Office on it.  Jerry seconded.  Nicole said she has a copier/printer, but isn’t sure if it would work with the new laptop.  We will ask Tom Hage to check things out once the new computer is here.

OTHER OLD BUSINESS

Martin County EDA:  Lois Lenz, Office Assistant of the M.C. Coordinator’s Office, notified the Chamber that there will be a meeting open to the public/chamber members on June 6, 2016, 5:15 p.m at City Hall in TRIMONT for anyone interested to learn, discuss and ask questions about the Martin County EDA.  Mary will forward that email to all Chamber Members.

Veteran’s Memorial:  The granite pieces have been order and they have lined up an “over-seer” of the project (cement work, ground work, etc).  

THANK YOU Butch for planting the two “Welcome to Trimont” signs on Hwy 4.  All plants were purchased from Moore and Ace Hardware in Trimont!  

Nicole Krumwiede, your Trimont Chamber Secretary as of June 1, 2016 can be contacted via email:  trimontchamber@hotmail.com  or nksands24@gmail.com or phone (608) 343-3541.   

ADJOURNMENT:  Erika made the motion to adjourn at 6:20 p.m. with Nicole seconding.



P.S.  from Mary:  Words cannot describe the love I have for this community.  For the last 13 years, it has been a JOY to work with all of you as Trimont’s Chamber Secretary.  The business community, the residents and surrounding neighbors amaze me with their support!  Each of you has proven to me that you care about our community and the businesses in it!  You are an amazing group of people and I feel blessed to have gained many “lifetime” friendships over the years!   I ask that each of you please continue the tradition of supporting our LOVELY community and do your part to keep improving it.  Dreams ARE possible and do come true!  I am proud to say that Trimont is a great place to live and raise our families!       Best wishes always!    -Mary Ebeling
